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I. The Japanese Educational System 
 The following figure is the simplified version of the Japanese educational system. 
The education prior to elementary school is optional.  
From elementary school to junior high school, which adds to 9 years, is compulsory education. 

In Japan, after graduating junior high, more than 90% of the population enter high school. 

1. The difference between junior high school and high school 
At junior high school, there is no grade failure, but at high 

school, when the grades are not satisfactory, or days of 
absence reaches certain amount, the student will not be 
promoted or will not be able to graduate. 

Regulations differ according to each high school. 
 

2. Who can take the entrance examination?  

Everyone, who is over 15 years old and has graduated 

from junior high school in Japan or has done 9 years 

education in other countries, can take the entrance exam. 

For those who were educated abroad for 8 years, either of the following is the criteria,  

1．The student may attain one year education in a Japanese school, or  

2．Pass the “Junior High School Graduate Exam” held annually. 
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II. The advantages of graduating from high 
school  

＊ For those who have graduated from high school 
may take the university, junior college, or 

professional school entrance exam. 

＊ It would be an advantage for those who are 
seeking a job, since many companies require high 
school graduate status when they hire employees.   

 

III. The variation of high school  
 According to what time of the day the student can 
attend the school, there are three variations of high schools : Zennichi-sei (daytime), Teiji-sei(part-time) ,and 
Tsushin-sei(correspondence)  
Each high school has its own guide brochure named “Gakko

_

-Annai”. Please order it and read it carefully. 
 
The following list is a general example. 

 Zennichi-sei 
daytime 

Teiji-sei 
part-time 

Tsu
_

shin-sei 
correspondence ※２ 

Day&Time everyday 
8:30～16:00 

everyday 
17:30～21:00 ※１ 

Personal study & attending school 
several times a month   9:30～ 

Study hour/ day 6 lessons of 50 min 4 lessons of 45 min The length of one course is 45 min.  
Sunday Wednesday：20 times / year 

Shizuoka-chu-o 
Wednesday: 18 times / year 
 Mishima Chouryou 
  Arai 

Necessary year ３ years ３ or ４ years ※３ ３ years or more 
GAKKA 
Courses 

FUTSU-KA 
(regular course) 
SENMON-GAKKA 
(specialist course) ※4   

SOGO-GAKKA ※5 
(general studies course)  

FUTSU-KA 
(regular course) 
SENMON-GAKKA 
(specialist course) 
※technical, business 

FUTSU-KA 
(regular course) 

Others  provides school lunch Shizuoka-chu-o KOKO 
※１ Hamamatsu Oohiradai-Koko has the day-time (morning, afternoon or night) classes 
※２ They study at home and they must send their exercises ordered of each subject by mail and attend the 

classes of "Schooling" 2 or 3 times on a month to learn directly with teachers.  
※３ It is basically four years.  However, student may enroll in the correspondence course at the same time, and 

graduate in three years. 
※４  In SENMON-GAKKA, there are industrial course, business course, agriculture course, art course, 

international course. 
※５ At the SOGO-GAKKA, you can choose freely the regular subjects and special subjects. 
 
1. Specialist course and license 

At schools with business course, industrial course, agriculture course, communication course, students may 
earn various license, which make students more competent in getting their job. These licenses are effective only 
in Japan, but students may learn basic skills, which will become a valuable asset to utilize in any field. 
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2. Difference between public schools and 
private schools 
  Because public schools are managed by the 
prefecture or city, the tuition is quite affordable 
for any household.  At the private schools, the 
tuition generally cost twice or three times as much 
compared to public schools. There are also 
differences in the schedule and the system of 
entrance exam between public and private 
schools.  
 
IV. The Fees of Senior High School 
 

1. Examination fee, Entrance Fee, and other expenses that pay at the time of school entrance 
Public School  

Zennichi-sei 
daytime 

Teiji-sei 
part-time 

Tan-i-sei 
credit 

Tsushin-sei 
correspondence 

daytime  
private school 

(ex.) 

Examination Fee ¥2,200 ¥950 ¥950 none ¥15,000 

Entrance Fee ¥5,650 ¥2,100 ¥2,100 ¥500 ¥70,000 

Uniform ¥40,000~50,000 None None None ¥70,000 

Others Around¥50,000 Around¥40,000 Around¥21,000 Around¥29,000 ¥110,000 

Total ¥100,000 ¥43,000 ¥24,000 ¥30,000 ¥265,000 

＊Students pay entrance fee at the time of school entrance. 
 

2. Tuition, and other expenses  
Public School  

Zennichi-sei 
daytime 

Teiji-sei 
part-time 

Tan-i-sei 
credit 

Tsushin-sei 
correspondence 

daytime  
private school 

(ex.) 

Tuition/ year ¥118,800 ￥24,440 
¥1,750 

（p/ 1 credit） 
¥1,250 

（p/ 1subject） 
¥300,000 

Text, Material Around ¥15,000 ¥5,000～7,000   Around ¥15,000 

For PTA etc. Around ¥20,000 Around ¥10,000   Around ¥30,200 

Savings for  
Field trip 

Around ¥50,000 Around ¥30,000 Only participant none Around ¥144,000 

School lunch none ¥26,000～51,000 none none none 

Others Around ¥40,000 Around ¥25,000 
|¥600 

（p/ 1subject） 
 ¥108,000 

Total Around ¥240,000 Around ¥130,000   Around¥600,000 

＊The annual tuition is divided into three times payment. (At Shizuoka-chu-o, the payment is twice a year) 
＊Expense for textbooks, tax for PTA, savings for field trips are necessary, according to each high school. 
＊At the part-time school, students who work (including part-time job) 90 days a year are exempt from the 
payment for text entirely and for school lunch partially. 
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3. The remission of tuition 
Students who have difficulty in paying the tuition due to economical reasons are exempt from the payment 

either entirely or partially.  The payment may also be divided into several times a year.  
If the student is commuting from a certain distance, which transportation fee is over ¥15,000 the student may be 

considered for ENKYORI-TSUGAKU-HOJOKIN (the grant for students commuting from a distance)   For 
details, please ask each school of entrance. 
 

V. Scholarship  
For those students with economical problems, who have the eagerness to study, and is a graduating 

candidate, there is a tuition rental system. However, there are criteria, such as the total amount of household 
earnings, grade, permission to remain in Japan, and others. (If the student quits the school in the middle of 
the school term, is not necessary to pay back the tuition) 

If the parents of the student have lost their job, went broke, the company went out of business, are ill, have 
either been experiencing natural disaster, there are also scholarships. 

For details, please ask the high school which the student is entering. 

 
É Japan student support organization 
Those who are applicable: Students that meet their grade, and the income of household, and who has a 

recommendation from their junior high school principal. Permission to stay in Japan as a “life time resident” or, 
“husband/wife of life time resident” Guarantor is necessary. 
Rental amount: According to commuting status, 18,000 - 35,000yen  
 

É Shizuoka Prefectural High School Scholarship 
Applicable students: Students living within Shizuoka Prefecture, and have the permission of “life time resident” 

or “dependent of permanent resident”  
Rental amount: According to commuting status, 18,000 - 35,000yen 
 

É Shizuoka prefecture part time/ correspondent scholarship rental 
Applicable students: Students living within Shizuoka Prefecture and currently enrolled in part time or 

corresponding course, and engaged in paying job, who’s wage is less than 2.67million yen. 
Amount rented: 14,000yen/month (the student cannot receive both the Shizuoka Prefecture High School 

Scholarship and this scholarship at the same time) 
※The student may be exempt from paying back by graduating.（If the student drops out from the school, the 
scholarship must be paid back in full.） 
 
There are also private foundations and public scholarships. 

● Catholic Maria St. Joseph Scholarship Foundation Trust 
For details: Sumitomo Bank of Trust, Tokyo Sales Division, Foundation Trust Division 03-3286-8527 

● The Ashinaga Scholarship   
 Applicable students: Those students who lost their parent by illness, disaster, suicide, or heavily disabled and 

cannot work. For details：03-3221-0888 
● Suruga Scholarship Fund   For details  055-962-5610 

● Kinouchi Construction Memorial Scholarship Fund  
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For details, Chuo Mitsui Bank of Trust (Corporate Sales 2nd Division 03-5232-8910) 
● Suzuki Education and Culture Foundation   For details：053-447-8222 

According to each high school, they may have private scholarship system, full or partial exemption of entrance 
fee, and tuition. 

There are also public organizations that support the tuition, or have lending system for educational loans. 
 

VI. The System of Student Selection 
 
① General selection, foreign student selection ※1  at the beginning of March 
＊ General selection, “Chosa-sho”, “Gakuryoku-kensa”(written test) and “Mensetsu”(interview) will be 

considered.(Common in Shizuoka Prefecture) 
＊ High schools will estimate your junior high school life, counting your “Chosa-sho”. It will be the data to 

decide whether to pass or fail.. 
＊ “Gakuryoku-kensa”(written test) of day-time high school has 5 subjects. (Japanese, Math, English, science, 

social-study) 
At the “Teiji-sei”(part-time) high schools, it will be done either by short thesis style or by other subjects. 
There are schools that give written test. 

＊ The way of “Mensetsu”(interview) is various. There are schools/division that does unique interview. 
There are schools that give practical exams. 

＊ Students cannot apply for both selections. 
 

“Sai-boshu”(re-recruitment)   at the end of March 
＊ There will be re-recruitment if the number of students passing does not reach recruiting number. 
＊ The students are chosen by, ”questionnaire”, ”interview”,  “short thesis”, “scholastic test（3 course）”. 
 
② The selection of “Tsushin-sei” (correspondence) high schools   at the end of March 
＊ The students are chosen only by “Student Information Sheet.” 
For details of exam date, selection criteria, number of applicants admitted, please see “Koritsu-Koko Wo Mezasu 

Anatae/ For those who are aiming for public high school” at junior high school.  
③ Shizuoka-Chuo High School / Part time (for credit) will give out information at the end of August for Fall 
entrants.  
 
※1  The selection of foreign students  
Selecting Schools：Susono High, Ihara High, Ogasa High, Arai High, Fujishiritsu Yoshihara High 
Number of students：Few（In year 2008, 12 applied, and 10 have passed. In year 2007, 16 applied, and 10 passed.） 
Applicable students：Students with foreign nationality, and have entered Japan since year 2006, April  

Who lives with their parents. 
Date of selection: Same as the prior selection date (students cannot apply for both selections) 
Selection process: 1) Student Information Sheet, 2) interview 3) Basic Japanese language exam 
 
 
 
 

※2 “Chosa-sho” (Student Information Sheet) is made by junior high school’s teacher And it will be 
sent to senior high school. In “Chosa-sho”， your study grades in junior high school will be written. Study 
grades will be decided by your daily attitude for classes and turning in the home work. Besides, your 
behavior, times of absence, committee activity, and your specialty will be written. 
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“CHOSA-SHO” (Student Information Sheet) 
 

① Name 
② Class Number 
 
＜Record of attendance＞ 
③ About absence etc. Times of your absence, late-coming, early-leaving during 1st grade to 3rd. 

Too many absences and late-comings will make bad impression. 
＜Record of study ＞ 
④ Grade. Your grades for each subject of until 2nd term will be written by 1 to 5. (5 is highest) 
⑤ Assessment Subjects that you chose will be assessed and written by A, B, C. (A is better)  
⑥ Integrated education Mainly about the theme and your effort that you do at 3rd grade will be 

written. 

⑦ The matter of worthy of special mention  
About the subjects, your particularity and good points will be written. 

 

＜Record of school life ＞ 
⑧ Special activity If you work sufficiently on class activity, the student council, school event, 
                   teacher will mark with ○.  
⑨ Behavior If your behavior in school fills sufficiently the particulars below, teacher will mark with ○. 

Basic life-habit/ improving health and strength,/ autonomy/ responsibility/ creativity/ 
sympathy and cooperative/ respecting life and nature protection/ labor service/ justice/ common 
sense. 

⑩ General score of physical fitness test will be written. 

⑪ The matter of worthy of special mention  
Your part and work in “kakari” or “iin-kai” that you belong to and in school event will be written. 

⑫ Record of activities About your club activities, cultural activities, physical activities, voluntary activities 
and your specialty, your achievement and work will be written. 

⑬ Others  
Also your school life will be estimated. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Let’s go to see high school!! 
Zen-nichi-sei (daytime) high schools hold “Gakko-kengakukai” (Open school) and “Taiken-nyuugaku” 
(Trial entarance) on August.  As to Teiji-sei (part-time), please ask the high schools. 
And at school festivals, you can feel the atmosphere of the schools. 
 




